Fulfilling your full potential in Christ
(Being a good ground disciple – That your life bears much eternal fruit)
· We are all given one gift of life in which we can store up treasures for eternity (Helping others to come to Christ)
· God has a unique plan for every person’s life which begins when they come to Christ. The Apostle Paul wrote,

“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.” (Ephesians 2:10)

· However many people fail to fully appropriate all that God has planned for their life because of:

· Fear

· Discouragement

· The things of this world constantly distracting them, and

· Not knowing the authority that they have as a believer in the Name of Jesus

· I will be sharing 7 keys over today and next Sunday to help you to fulfil your full potential in Christ. 
· JUST BELIEVE THAT YOUR LIFE CAN MAKE A GREAT DIFFERENCE IN THIS WORLD FOR ETERNITY

· TODAY I WILL BEGIN BY LOOKING AT THE PARABLE OF THE SOWER IN THE GOSPEL OF MARK BEFORE SHARING THE FIRST THREE OF THE SEVEN KEYS TO HELPING YOU TO FULFIL YOUR FULL POTENTIAL AS A BELIEVER
I will now begin by reading verses 1-9 of Mark Chapter 4

“And again He began to teach by the sea. And a great multitude was gathered to Him, so that He got into a boat and sat in it on the sea; and the whole multitude was on the land facing the sea. Then He taught them many things by parables, and said to them in His teaching;

“Listen! Behold, a sower went out to sow. And it happened, as he sowed, that some seed fell by the wayside; and the birds of the air came and devoured it.

Some fell on stony ground, where it did not have much earth; and immediately it sprang up because it had no depth of earth.  But when the sun was up it was scorched, and because it had no root it withered away.

And some seed fell among thorns; and the thorns grew up and choked it, and it yielded no crop.

But other seed fell on good ground and yielded a crop that sprang up, increased and produced: some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some a hundred.” 

“And He said to them, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear!”           (Mark 4:1-9)

JESUS THEN WENT ON TO EXPLAIN THE MEANING OF THIS PARABLE
“The sower sows the word. And these are the ones by the wayside where the word is sown. When they hear, Satan comes immediately and takes away the word that was sown in their hearts.” (Mark 4:14-15) 

These are people who hear the word of God, (who hear the gospel message), but the devil immediately takes away the word out of their heart so that they do not put their faith and trust in Christ so as to be saved. There is a contest on for every soul. The devil will always suggest many reasons for a person not to surrender their lives to Jesus Christ, when they are given the opportunity of making a commitment to live for Him. The Devil does not want anyone being born again and receiving the gift of eternal life. So the first category of people, are those who hear the word of God but the Devil immediately snatches the word out of their hearts to prevent them from being saved.
“These likewise are the ones sown on stony ground who, when they hear the word, immediately receive it with gladness; and they have no root in themselves, and so endure only for a time. Afterward, when tribulation or persecution arises for the word’s sake, immediately they stumble.” (Mark 4:16-17)
These are people who immediately receive the word with gladness and give their life to Jesus Christ. However because they are not grounded in their faith, because they do not develop a practice of reading the word of God and having a prayer life, because they never become connected to the life of a healthy local church, WHEN tribulation arises for the word’s sake, they immediately stumble.
When we come to Christ we immediately enter into a spiritual contest in which the enemy will try and prevent your life from making a great difference in this world for eternity.
This is why renewing our mind with the Word of God, prayer and fellowship are important to help us to live an overcoming life so that when we receive persecution for the Word’s sake, we remain strong in our faith

The first few months of a Christian’s walk with the Lord are always important. Being connected to the life of a healthy church, being planted in the house of the Lord, helps a new believer to become established in their faith
“Now these are the ones sown among thorns; they are the ones who hear the word, and the cares of this world, the deceitfulness of riches, and the desires for other things entering in choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful.” (Mark 4:18-19)
These are believers who can never fully gain victory in their own walk with the Lord, who allow the problems and trials of life to discourage them and to sidetrack them from God’s best plan for their life. They are Christians who cannot fully let go of the things of this world and fully embrace all that God has planned for their life. 
The temporary pleasures and riches of this world are still an attraction to them so that they never wholeheartedly pursue God’s plan and purpose for their life. NOTHING IN THIS WORLD WILL EVERY TRULY SATISFY US OTHER THAN KNOWING JESUS CHRIST INTIMATELY AND PURSUING HIS PLAN FOR OUR LIFE. Jesus Himself said, 

“If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it. For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul? For the Son of Man will come in the glory of his Father with His angels, and then He will reward each according to his works.” (Matthew 16:24-27)
But these are the ones sown on good ground, those who hear the word, accept it, and bear fruit: some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some a hundred.” (Mark 4:14-20)

These are Christians who build their lives on the word of God and who are both hearers and doers of the word of God. They hear the word, they receive the word and they apply the word of God to their own lives and bear much fruit in their life. Because they build their lives on the word of God, they remain strong during the trials of life and fulfil their full potential in Christ.
I WILL NOW BEGIN SHARING THE SEVEN KEYS TO HELP YOU TO FULFIL YOUR FULL POTENTIAL IN CHRIST (THREE TODAY AND FOUR NEXT WEEK)
1) BEING AVAILABLE AND OBEDIENT IN FOLLOWING GOD’S PLAN FOR YOUR LIFE  (WE MUST FIRST HAVE A WILLING MIND)
·   God has a unique plan for every believer’s life

“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.” (Ephesians 2:10)
·   God has uniquely gifted every believer to enable   them to follow His plan for their life

“For as we have many members in one body, but all the members do not have the same function, so we, being many, are one body in Christ, and individually members of one another. Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, let us use them: If prophecy, let us prophesy in proportion to our faith; or ministry, let us use it in our ministering; he who teaches, in teaching; he who exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness. (Romans 12:4-8)
A KEY EMPHASIS IN THIS PASSAGE IS ON THE IMPORTANCE OF USING OUR GIFTS

·   We all need one another in the body of Christ.

·  The Apostle Paul made this point very clear in his analogy between the Body of Christ and the human body – EVERY BELIEVER HAS AN IMPORTANT ROLE TO PLAY WITHIN THE BODY OF CHRIST – When we fail to do our part others in the Body of Christ are also impacted

“But now God has set the members, each one of them, in the body just as He pleased. And if they were all one member, where would the body be? But now indeed there are many members, yet one body. And the eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you”; nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” No, much rather, those members of the body which seem to be weaker are necessary.” (1 Corinthians 12:18-22)

EVERY ONE OF US HAS AN IMPORTANT PART TO PLAY WITHIN THE BODY OF CHRIST – Imagine a hand without a thumb and a leg without a foot
·   Working together Christians have the potential to make a great impact in this world for God’s Kingdom. The Apostle Paul wrote,
“from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself IN LOVE.” (Ephesians 4:16)
·   IT IS IN BEING AVAILABLE TO DO WHAT GOD HAS CALLED US TO DO IN LIFE, THAT OUR LIVES WILL BEAR MUCH FRUIT AS WE OPERATE IN OUR OWN UNIQUE GIFTS AND CALLINGS

·   As Believers it is so important to seek the Lord for His will and plan for our life and to allow His plan for our life to unfold. The Apostle Paul wrote,

“See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is.” (Ephesians 5:15-17)
·   SO THE FIRST KEY TO FULFILLING YOUR FULL POTENTIAL IN GOD IS BEING AVAILABLE TO SERVE GOD IN WHAT HE HAS CALLED YOU TO DO AND JUST DOING WHAT JESUS TELLS YOU TO DO – BEING AVAILABLE AND OBEDIENT TO GOD’S WILL FOR YOUR LIFE
·   For some (I sense in my spirit) God may be calling you to become a youth group leader

2) WE NEED TO BUILD OUR LIFE ON THE WORD OF GOD – LIFE IS FULL OF CHOICES
· The choices we make today can impact us for many years, even sometimes for a lifetime
· The Bible is full of wisdom to help us to make right choices in life. If we build our lives on the word of God we will remain strong during the trials of life. Jesus Himself said,

“Therefore, whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock; and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock.

But everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand; and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it fell. And great was its fall.” (Matthew 7:24-27)
· God speaks to us through the Word to help us to not stumble in life and to give us clarity for the future. In Psalm 119:105 we read,

“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.”          (Psalm 119:105)
· Many people have been brought up in a negative atmosphere or been put down in life.

· This world now is also full of much negativity and ungodliness – What we focus on in life will greatly determine our destiny
· The bible is full of promises for all believers. The Apostle Paul wrote,

“For all the promises of God in Him are Yes, and in Him Amen, to the glory of God through us.” (2 Corinthians 1:20)
· When we come to Christ we need to renew our minds with God’s Kingdom ​promises and live in line with what God says about our life.

· The Bible makes it clear that:

i) We all have a hope and a future in Christ

ii) That nothing is impossible for God

iii) That God is able to pull people out of the deepest of pits

iv) That God has a unique plan for every believer’s life, and 
v) That God empowers ordinary people to do extraordinary tasks for Him

· Jesus Himself said,

“Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do also; and greater works that these he will do, because I go to My Father.  And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.  If you ask anything in My name, I WILL DO IT.”  (John 14:12-14)
· FOR THIS REASON IT IS IMPORTANT THAT WE CONTINUALLY RENEW OUR MIND WITH GOD’S WORD SO THAT WE CAN REPLACE OUR NEGATIVE THINKING WITH KINGDOM THINKING

· The Apostle Paul wrote,

“And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.” (Romans 12:2)
· The Lord said to Joshua before he lead the children of Israel into the Promised Land,

“This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it.  For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.” (Joshua 1:8)
· Meditating on the Word of God and speaking out the promises of God helps to build up our faith and to transform our lives. The Apostle Paul wrote,

“So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.” (Romans 10:17)

· MEDITATING ON THE WORD OF GOD IS A KEY TO MAINTAINING AN OVERCOMING FAITH SO THAT WE FULLY APPROPRIATE ALL THAT GOD HAS PLANNED FOR OUR LIFE
3) BEING PREPARED TO TAKE STEPS OF FAITH AS GOD DIRECTS US – WE NEED TO OVERCOME OUR FEARS

· What God has planned for our life will invariably involve taking steps of faith
· God has so much planned for each believer’s life. The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us.”  (Ephesians 3:20)
· The LORD said to the prophet Jeremiah when he was sitting in jail,

“Call to Me, and I will answer you, and show you great and mighty things, which you do not know.” (Jeremiah 33:3)
· GOD’S WAYS ARE FAR HIGHER THAN OUR WAYS. IN THE BOOK OF ISAIAH WE READ,

“For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways,” says the LORD. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways, And My thoughts than your thoughts.” (Isaiah 55:8-9)
· We all at times will need to overcome our fears to fulfil what God has planned for our life
· As people we like to be comfortable and to stay in our comfort zones

· God loves to stretch us so that our lives bear much fruit – Every believer has the potential in Christ to make a great impact in this world for eternity

· Without faith it is impossible to please God. Nothing is impossible for God. In the book of Hebrews we read,

“But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.” (Hebrews 11:6)

· GOD IS A REWARDER OF THOSE WHO DILIGENTLY SEEK HIM

· God moves when we move. Someone once said, the Acts of the Apostles was written because the Apostles acted

· The Red Sea parted when Moses stretched out his hand over the Sea as directed by the LORD. We see this in the book of Exodus  

“And the LORD said to Moses, “Why do you cry to Me? Tell the children of Israel to go forward. But lift up your rod, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it. And the children of Israel shall go on dry ground through the midst of the sea.” (Exodus 14:15-16) “Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and the LORD caused the sea to go back by a strong east wind all that night, and made the sea into dry land, and the waters were divided. So the children of Israel went into the midst of the sea on the dry ground, and the waters were a wall to them on their right hand and on their left.” (Exodus 14:21-22) 
· When we step out by faith to DO WHAT GOD HAS CALLED US TO DO, WE SEE THE MIRACLES. In the book of Hebrews we read,

“Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” (Hebrews 11:1)

· We can always count on God’s absolute faithfulness when we step out to do what He has called us to do in life. 
· God will always anoint and empower us for the tasks that He gives us to do and meet our every need in life.

· Jesus Himself said,

Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ Or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.” (Matthew 6:25-33) 
· TO FULFILL OUR FULL POTENTIAL AS A BELIEVER, WE WILL NEED TO TAKE STEPS OF FAITH IN OUR LIFE
· It is so important that we always allow the Lord to have the reins of our life so that His plan and destiny for our life can unfold over time

· We must simply learn to trust the Lord in all that He has called us to do in life and just do what Jesus tells us to do.

· I will finish by looking at Proverbs 3:5-6. This passage of Scripture gives us some keys to seeing God’s plan for our life unfolding

“Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding; In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths.” (Proverbs 3:5-6)

· WE MUST SIMPLY LEARN TO CONTINUALLY TRUST THE LORD WITH ALL OF OUR HEART

· We must refuse to try and work things out in our own strength and wisdom without seeking the Lord’s help

· We need to involve the Lord in every area of our life. God knows what is best for us and what His plan for our life is

· In doing this He will direct our paths and our lives will bear much fruit

· SO IN CONCLUSION, THE FIRST THREE KEYS TO FULFILLING YOUR FULL POTENTIAL IN CHRIST ARE:

1) BEING AVAILABLE AND OBEDIENT TO FOLLOW GOD’S PLAN FOR YOUR LIFE – WE NEED TO MAKE THIS CHOICE ON A DAILY BASIS
2) BUILDING OUR LIFE ON THE WORD OF GOD – LIFE IS FULL OF CHOICES – WE NEED GOD’S WISDOM AND DIRECTION TO MAKE RIGHT CHOICES IN LIFE, AND

3) BEING PREPARED TO TAKE STEPS OF FAITH AS GOD DIRECTS – WE WILL INVARIABLY NEED TO OVERCOME OUR FEARS IN LIFE TO FULFIL ALL THAT GOD HAS PLANNED FOR OUR LIFE
